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REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF POLICY AND STRATEGIC COMMISSIONING  
 

UNION CONNECTIVITY REVIEW 
 
 
1. PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
 This report sets out a draft response to the consultation launched on 16 November 

2020 into how connectivity across the UK can support economic growth and 
quality of life post-COVID-19. 

 
 
2. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
 It is recommended that the Transport Committee: 
 

(a)  Considers and comments on the issues underpinning the call for evidence 
as set out in both this report and the draft response appended to the 
report; and  

 
(b) Grants delegated authority to the Director of Policy & Strategic 

Commissioning, in conjunction with the Chair of the Transport Committee 
to finalise the response, ahead of its submission to the Department for 
Transport by the deadline of 30 December 2020. 

 
 
3. BACKGROUND 
 
3.1. On 30 June 2020, the Prime Minister announced an independent review, led by Sir 

Peter Hendy, of how the quality and availability of transport infrastructure across 
the UK can support economic growth and quality of life across the whole of the 
UK. The Union Connectivity Review will provide independent advice to the UK 
government. The terms of reference were published on 3 October 2020, with a call 
for evidence published on 16 November 2020. Further details are available at: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/union-connectivity-review-call-for-
evidence/union-connectivity-review-call-for-evidence 

 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/union-connectivity-review-call-for-evidence/union-connectivity-review-call-for-evidence
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/union-connectivity-review-call-for-evidence/union-connectivity-review-call-for-evidence


 
3.2. The review will focus on transport’s ability to maximise economic potential and to 

improve quality of life and will outline a series of specific recommendations that will 
individually and collectively contribute to this outcome. The government has asked 
Sir Peter to consult widely, and the call for evidence seeks views and responses 
from industry; academics; local authorities; engineering experts; and the general 
public. 

 
3.3 The call for evidence provides an opportunity for the Liverpool City Region to 

direct the review’s attention to areas in which multi-nation journeys within the UK 
have the potential to be improved, and identify the importance of transport 
connectivity more generally, whilst setting out strategic opportunities for 
improvements in cross-border transport. 

 
3.4 Accordingly, our response focuses on the importance of cross-border transport 

links to our economic recovery plan Building Back Better, and within that, the draft 
Local Industrial Strategy. As a city region with a travel to work area that extends 
cross-border, with barriers to the planning and delivery of connectivity as a result, 
the review is of clear interest to the City Region. Additionally, it provides an 
opportunity to articulate the need for improved port access, and to improve 
Liverpool/Belfast links, along with a long-held desire to secure improved rail links 
with Scotland.  

 
 
4. RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
 None as a direct result of this report  
 
 
5. RISKS AND MITIGATION 
 
 None as a direct result of this report 
 
 
6. EQUALITY AND DIVERSITY IMPLICATIONS 
 
 None as a direct result of this report  
 
 
7. PRIVACY IMPLICATIONS 
 
 None as a direct result of this report  
 
 
8. COMMUNICATION ISSUES 
 
 None as a direct result of this report  
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
9. CONCLUSION 
 
 Improved connectivity across the four home nations will undoubtedly benefit the 

Liverpool City Region, especially given the travel to work area extends into North 
Wales, and the importance of improvements to the Borderlands Line has been 
long been recognised. 

 
 
 

KIRSTY MCLEAN 
Director of Policy and Strategic Commissioning 

 
 

 
 
Contact Officer(s):  
Suzanne Cain, Transport Policy Coordinator  
 
Appendices: 
Appendix One – Union Connectivity Review: Liverpool City Region Written Evidence 
Submission  
 
Background Documents:  
None  
  


